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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green Recovery 

Submission from the Royal Scottish Geographical Society 

Introduction 

This submission of evidence to the ECCLR Committee aims to inform the Committee's work 
on Green recovery and propose 12 key priority actions for further consideration. 

Six Climate Emergency Summits have engaged with over 200 participants and collated over 
1000 actions that could be taken today. The recommendations outlined in the Green 
Recovery Report arose as a result of a Climate Emergency Summit on that topic and hence 
are gathered from representatives of 41 organisations. These include directors and leaders 
from across society, industry, investment, public sector, community and non-government 
organisations. 

The consistency of message is striking - that it is vital we embed climate change, well-being, 
environment and society into every aspect of this rebuild. This is also in agreement with 
earlier recommendations from the Committee on Climate Change and the Just Transition 
Commission, although these are simply principles and need to be turned into an action 
framework. 

The need for a vision, direction, leadership and an urgent framework for action and delivery 
is clear. The will is there, the money and action now need to back it up, and directed in a way 
that means everyone can play their part. 

We urgently need to see a Route Map to 2030 to lay out the role of every individual, public 
sector body and industry sector which reasserts the need to respond urgently. And to ensure 
we take the action needed, we need to follow this up with more open and regular 
accountability. Right now, it is vital that we do not increase long term carbon emissions 
through current actions and short-term decision making. 

Recommendations and Priority Actions for Scotland’s Green Recovery 

We are at a critical moment of human history. As the world is emerging from a global 
pandemic, we are facing a natural global emergency of an unprecedented scale. Covid has 
caused devastating impacts across communities in the UK and globally. At the same time, it 
also presents us with the opportunity to “build back better” and implement the lessons learned 
from the pandemic to the greatest natural emergency, namely climate change.  

The significance of now 

A collective national response to tackle the COVID-19 crisis has required a clarity of purpose, 
direction and leadership from our decision makers supported by clear, consistent 
communications and actions. The framework to deliver a safe outcome has been absolutely 
clear, inclusive and explicit in the roles for each one of us and every sector. The necessary 
actions and resource to ensure it progresses at pace must be put in place. 

COVID-19 reminds us of our interconnected world and our interdependence on each other’s 
actions. It has reminded us of the critical importance of listening to science, addressing the 



ECCLR/GR/127 

2 

risks as soon as we are aware of them and the utterly devastating consequences if we choose 
not to. And that the consequences disproportionately impact upon those most vulnerable. 

A pandemic was scientifically predictable albeit with an unknown timescale.   The climate 
emergency is clearly scientifically predictable too, but unlike Covid-19, it has a very clear 
timescale and an almost unimaginably more profound global impact.   Now we know that we 
can act urgently and effectively in an emergency. Now our nation needs to recover to good 
health.   But we face a much greater and well understood emergency, and if this does not 
also get addressed during this period of ‘building a new better’ we will be facing much greater 
disruption in the next decade.  It is time to leave injustice and old ways of destruction behind 
and work, quickly, towards a new vision for 2030 - a Route Map to 2030 for each sector 
which ensures we avoid embedding high carbon decisions into immediate priority investment 
and infrastructure.  

The Climate Emergency Summit demonstrated that there are many opportunities and an 
overwhelming collective of voices and commitments to act together for a new better - a fair 
economy and society that values people and nature at its heart. Please find the full report 
from the Summit here 

Delivery framework within 6 months 

Strategies, structures, policies, resources and communications must have the clarity and 
consistency of purpose required to enable recovery, and tackle the emergency.   We need to 
see a delivery framework in place within 6 months, with a commitment in the Programme for 
Government to complete it by December 2020. 

Public money should only fund activities in line with a safe green recovery, with a mandatory 
requirement for funding to be conditional, and for it to be carefully scrutinised by The Scottish 
Parliament to ensure it is.  Whether that is for every educational institution to be required to 
deliver a focus on green, just recovery in every course, for every single public servant to be 
trained on climate solutions or for tenders to government contracts to be conditional on 
businesses and organisations acting in line with just and green. The reform of the entire 
system must be significant and informed by science. 

Private money will follow. The smart money is already getting out of the old normal and with 
enough certainty (clear long term plans) every ordinary saver through to large investor will be 
able to have a role, to only invest in a safe, green future.  

Pursuing a vision of a just green nation by 2030 will require bold, brave leadership as well as 
imagination and collaboration, but it can be done. There are many commitments to wellbeing 
and planetary health in place, but these need urgent action and priority investment. The 
goodwill and opportunity for a new better is clear - and the jobs and investment to make it 
happen, never needed so much.  

12 Priority Actions 

Here are 12 of the actions we would like to see UK and Scottish Governments and agencies 
act upon immediately: 

1. Provide leadership and direction with a clear inclusive vision for 2030, informed by 
a national conversation on a just, green recovery - a national effort towards a new 
better. 

https://www.rsgs.org/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=e894334b-364c-4207-ab67-db5491da8986
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2. Government, Parliament and public bodies should provide strong coherent leadership 
on climate, by leading by example with big, bold steps to inspire and ensure delivery 
of the vision for 2030.  

3. Every public body and those in receipt of public funding to immediately undertake 
urgent universal climate change training to ensure every single public servant, as 
well as elected members at all levels of government are climate literate.  

4. Set out the pathway to a just, green vision for 2030 clearly and quickly in a high 
level action framework, like the Route Map to recovery from the covid crisis.  This must 
provide clarity of purpose, transparency, accountability and expectations from each 
sector and across society.  

5. Provide tax relief for positive choices, green investment and services, and increase 
tax on polluting and high carbon choices.  

6. All public funding should be conditional, requiring a demonstration of climate 
change understanding and dependent on all action being in line with a just, green 
recovery for people and nature. Any support to high-carbon or polluting industries must 
be absolutely conditional on producing and reporting on public just transition plans - 
not to extend or export old industries e.g. in fossil fuels. 

7. Introduce climate criteria to all procurement decisions and tenders. To even be 
considered for tender, should require a certification in climate knowledge and pledge 
to act. This would improve knowledge, promote investment in low and zero emission 
infrastructure and industries, more sustainable procurement, benefit clean, local 
production, processing and trigger industrial and business model innovation through 
creation of lead markets.  

8. Prioritise funding and urgent delivery of active and sustainable transport 
investment and infrastructure. A huge redirection of investment from high carbon to 
prioritise infrastructure for rail, bus and active travel as well as community facilities and 
digital meeting technologies is essential for just, green recovery.  

9. Expand and invest in nature based solutions eg. the Scottish Nature Network 
initiative to bring benefits to both ecosystems and society. 

10. Restore carbon rich habitats through natural capital investment and immediately 
ban all extraction or imports of peat and destruction of ancient woodlands. 

11. Provide public funding on the provision of public goods from land management. 
It should incentivise activities that bring multiple benefits to society such as carbon 
storage and sequestration, woodland management, flood risk reduction. 

12. Major focus on retrofitting existing built assets over new build homes, creating jobs 
and investment in sustainable construction. 

 

 


